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Beyond the Welding Helmet – Career Options for Welders   
The welding industry in Alberta is extremely diverse. Many of the people working in the 
industry including welding inspectors, supervisory personnel and business owners started their 
careers as welders. Working as a certified professional welder is an excellent career choice in 
and of itself; however a significant number of welders choose to exercise one of several 
options in related and complementary fields. The evening’s presentation will explore some of 
the career options that complement the skills and knowledge of apprentice and journeyperson 
welders. 
 
Our Guest Speaker:   Ken Johnston (The Canadian Welder)  

Ken Johnston is a living example of what one can do with a Journeyman welder certificate. 
Having started his apprenticeship in a small town welding shop, Ken obtained his Alberta 
Journeyman Welder certificate with Interprovincial Red Seal endorsement in 1980. Since then, 
he has spent the last 30 plus years working as a Journeyman and “B” Pressure welder along 
with a host of other careers closely connected to welding. Some examples include working as 
an owner/operator rig welder, a CSA-certified inspector for the Canadian Welding Bureau, 
producer of welder testing and training videos and the development of a unique mobile welder 
training and testing unit.  Please join us for a provocative, interesting and entertaining evening 
with Ken Johnston on the topic of career options for welders.  
  

WHEN: Wednesday, April 21, 2010 

WHERE: University of Alberta Faculty Club, 11435 Saskatchewan Drive 
(Use Parking Lot V, or Windsor Car Park, off 116 Street) 

TIMES: 6:00 pm – Reception 
 6:45 pm – Dinner (Buffet Style) 
 7:45 pm – Presentation, followed by a tour of the “Mobile Welder Test Unit” 

COST: Members $25.00; Non-Members $30.00; Student Members $10.00; Student Non-
Members $15.00. All members of AWS, CWA, ASM, NACE, SME and ASME will 
be charged as members. Cash or cheque only please. 

** One Lucky Student (Includes Apprentices) Will Win an AWS Welding Handbook ** 

** One Free Drink to Each Welder Holding a Valid Apprentice / Journeyman Ticket ** 

 ** Register Early – Seating is Limited ** 

REGISTRATION: 
Please confirm your attendance before April 19, 2010 by contacting: 

(780) 422-4757 or by E-mailing Ken Nelson at ken.nelson@gov.ab.ca 

Please state name(s), company, phone number and member affiliation when registering. 

 

AWS Dinner Meeting Announcement 

Welder’s Night – April 21, 2010 

Visit Our Website at: 
http://awssection.org/alberta  

Section News 

Michael A. Jacobs is the first welder scholarship recipient from an endowment that our section established at  
Alberta Apprenticeship and Industry Training (AIT). Congratulations Michael ! 

AIT scholarship applications are available at the sign-up desk at all of our events. 

We have also established endowments at the U of A and NAIT, with scholarships to be awarded in the near future. 



 

Please note that The Canadian Welder “Mobile Welder  Test Unit” will be available for viewing just 
outside the U of A Faculty Club.  
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Please Ask Us About Sponsorship Opportunities  
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NOTE:  All University of Alberta (UofA) Faculty Club meetings are held in the Saskatchewan Room 
 

 

DATE SPEAKER TOPIC HOST LOCATION 

Sep. 16, 2009 
(Wednesday) 

Corey Callahan 
(J V Driver) 

J V Driver Fabrication - Tour & Presentation CWA 
Dinner: Nisku Inn 
Tour: J V Driver 
Fabricators Nisku 

Sep. 24, 2009 
(Thursday) 

Richard M. Hutchison  
(Miller Electric) 

Reducing Heat Input Through the Use of 
Complex Weld Current Waveforms:  A 

Historical Perspective 

AWS 
ASM 

U of A 
Faculty Club 

Oct. 30, 2009 
(Friday) 

Various Presenters 
Keynote Speaker: Dr. DebRoy 

(Penn State University) 

All-Day Seminar: High Productivity Welding 
Processes and Automation for the Energy 

Industry 
AWS 

Devon Research 
Centre (Devon) 

Nov. 4, 2009 
(Wednesday) 

Stacy Richardson & 
Karen Torstensen (3M) 

3M Occupational Health & Environmental 
Safety - Respiratory Hazards & Welding 

CWA 
U of A 

Faculty Club 

Feb. 1, 2010 
(Monday) 

Ankit Vajpayee (Russell NDE 
Systems) and David Topp (TSC 

Inspection Systems) 

Advanced NDE Techniques:  Remote Field 
Technology (RFT) & Alternating Current Field 

Measurement (ACFM) 
EATS 

Alberta Research 
Council (250 Karl 

Clark Road) 

Feb. 25, 2010 
(Thursday) 

Bruce Cormier  
(GRB Enterprises) 

The Do’s of Weld Procedures CWA 
U of A 

Faculty Club 

Mar. 17, 2010 
(Wednesday) 

Yu-Ming Zhang  
(University of Kentucky) 

Computer Vision and New Arc Welding 
Processes 

AWS 
U of A 

Faculty Club 

Mar. 31, 2010 
(Wednesday) 

Dwayne Giesbrecht 
(CWB Western Operations) 

The NEW CSA Standard W47.1 - 2009 CWA 
U of A 

Faculty Club 

Apr. 21, 2010 
(Wednesday) 

Ken Johnston  
(The Canadian Welder) 

Beyond the Welding Helmet –  
Career Options for Welders 

AWS 
U of A 

Faculty Club 

May 5, 2010 
(Wednesday) 

Patricio Mendez (U of A) 
Grand Opening of the U of A Canadian 

Centre for Welding and Joining 
AWS 

U of A 
ETLC Building -

Solarium 

2009-2010 Technical Events Schedule 
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