
   WELDING FOR THE STRENGTH OF AMERICA  

2011/2012 Section Officers 
 
Chairperson - 
Kris Post 
kpost@romanmfg.com 
 
Vice Chair/Secretary - 
Matt Post 
mpost@apexcontrols.cc 
 
Treasurer/Membership - 
Jim Koster 
jk49548@att.net 
 
Education/Publication - 
Kevin Fleming 
Kevin_fleming@lincolnelectric.com 
 
Technical Chair - 
Nick Pinckney 
npinckne@grcc.edu 

Upcoming Events  
 

Sept 7th “AWS Certification” with AWS President, John Mendoza 
 

Sept 22nd AWS/WMMSU 2nd Annual Golf Outing 

I would like to thank all of you who had anything to do with our 
2011 Golf Outing!  We had our usual beautiful weather, great 
fun, and an awesome turnout!  Your generosity allowed the 
West Michigan Section to award 5 scholarships again this 
year.  I would like to mention our Gold Sponsors—Apex Con-
trols, Dengensha America, and RoMan Manufacturing; our 
Silver Sponsors—Lincoln Electric, Purity Cylinder Gas, and 
Motoman Robotics/Airgas Inc.  Thank you for your added sup-
port to our section. 
 
Scholarship Recipients this year were: 
 
Kevin Yell ~ Hobart Institute  
Kristopher Anstiss ~ FSU 
Travis Goetz ~ FSU 
Andrew Pfaller ~ FSU 
Sarah Ross ~ FSU 
 
Brady Lafrinere ~ FSU ~ Recipient of the Dietrich & Betty Roth 
Scholarship 
 
Another chance to contribute to the West Michigan Scholar-
ship Fund is coming up on September 22nd.  AWS has joined 
forces with ASME, SAE, and SME to put together this outing.  
One more chance to golf this season!  A friendly competition is 
under way to see which society can get the most atten-
dees…...don’t let us be under represented!  
 
I’m looking forward to my term as your chair and SO hope to 
meet most of you at AWS events!  We need your attendance, 
ideas, and support to make our section successful! 
 
Thanks ~ Kris Post, AWS West Michigan Chair 

AWS Mission Statement 
The mission of the American Welding 
Society is to advance the science, tech-
nology and application of welding and 
allied joining and cutting processes, in-
cluding brazing, soldering, and thermal 
spraying. 



   WELDING FOR THE STRENGTH OF AMERICA  

2011/2012 Calendar of Events 
 
 Sept 7th—Meeting with AWS  
      President, John Mendoza @ GRCC 
 
 Sept 22nd—AWS/WMMSU Golf 

Outing—Scott Lake CC 
 
 Oct 11th—Tour of Louis Padnos 

Iron & Metal, Holland Plant 
 
 Nov 2nd—Battery Technology—

Tour of JCI Maplewood Facility 
      Joint Meeting with WMMSU 
 
 Nov 14th-17th—FABTECH  
      McCormick Place, Chicago, IL 
 
 Jan 10th—Technical Meeting—

TBA 
 
 Feb 7th—Student Night/Ferris State 

University Student Presentations 
 
 Mar 13th—Technical Meeting -

MFDC Technology 
 
 Apr—National Welding Month—

Further info to be announced 
 
 May 8th—Technical Meeting—

TBA 
 
 June 13th—AWS West Michigan 

Golf Outing 

Technical Meeting with the President of the  
American Welding Society 

John Mendoza 
 

“AWS Certification” 
Highlighting the global impact that AWS certification pro-
grams have had on the industry during the last 35 years, in-
cluding a brief history of the CWI program. 
 
John Mendoza is a 36 year veteran of the welding industry.  
Upon graduating from the San Antonio Trade School with a 
certificate in welding technology in 1973, Mendoza began his 
career as a welder’s helper with CPS Energy, San Antonio’s 
gas and electric utility company.  After completing a three year 
apprenticeship, he attained journeyman welder status in 1979.  
In 1992, he earned his AWS Certified Welding Inspector cre-
dentials and served as a weld inspector during construction of a 
550 megawatt coal fired plant.  In 1994, Mendoza was pro-
moted to Technical Trainer, responsible for the training and 
performance of power plant workers.  His proficiency in plant 
design was instrumental in the creation of the Skills Training 
Evaluation Program (STEP) used by CPS Energy for employee 
development.  In 2005, Mendoza was elected to the Texas 
Skills USA Board of Directors.   
Mendoza retired in 2010 after 36 years of service from CPS 
Energy.  He currently works as a consultant for Lone Star 
Welding in San Antonio, Texas. 
 
Wednesday, September 7th  10:00 am—11:30 am (followed 

by lunch provided by GRCC Hospitality Program) 
 GRCC Leslie M Tassel M-TEC Building  

622 Godfrey Ave SW 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

 
Please RSVP to Kris Post by Friday August 26th to give the 
GRCC staff a number for lunch.  kpost@romanmfg.com or 

616-530-8641 



O r g a n i z a t i o n  

West Michigan Section 

BE SURE TO LET COMPANIES KNOW 
THAT YOU SAW THEIR AD IN THE  
AWS WEST MICHIGAN NEWSLETTER! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grand Rapids • Jackson 
            Buchanan • Schoolcraft 

                   800-632-9543 
 

                  Your Source for: 

Welding Equipment • Robotic Systems 

Brazing Filler Metals • Industrial Gases 

             Electrodes & Supplies 

 
Offering 

Welding Technology AAS 
and 

Welding Engineering Technology BS 
Degrees 

_______________________________ 

 
For more information, contact: 

Welding Program Office 
915 Campus Drive, SWN 108 
Big Rapids, MI  49307-2291 

Office:  231-591-2511 
FAX:  231-591-2407 

Website:  www.ferris.edu/welding 
e-mail:  weldingdegrees@ferris.edu 

Bringing Experience and Innovation  
to Controls Engineering 

Controls Engineering and Programming 

Control Panel Assembly 

Machine Wiring and Startup Services 

PLC and Robotics Application of all Types 

Resistance Welding Equipment  
        and Components 
 

 3566 Highland Drive  

Hudsonville, MI 49426  

PHONE: (616) 669-5111 -FAX: (616) 669-8115 
 

www.apexcontrols.cc  
 

Since 1991—20 years of excellence  

 
 
 
 

Providing High Quality  
Resistance Welding Transformers 

 and Power Supplies.  
 AC Transformers 

 DC Transformers 

 MFDC Inverters 

 Switch Gear 

 Specialty Products 

  
861 47th Street SW  

Grand Rapids, MI 49509 
616-530-8641 

  www.romanmfg.com 
  



 

 

 

 
Purity 
Cylinder 
Gases Inc  

 

GAS, ARC WELDING SUPPLIES  EQUIPMENT, 

INDUSTRIAL GASES, SPECIALTY GASES, 

and AUTOMATION EQUIPMENT  

 
Grand Rapids, Kalamazoo, Lansing, Battle Creek, 
 Mt. Pleasant, Cadillac, Traverse City, Saginaw, 

Warsaw, IN  

Phone: 866-532-2375 . 616-532-2375  

Fax: 616-532-5626  

E-mail: info@puritygas.com 

     
 
 
 
 

 DISTRICT SALES OFFICE  
and LAB 

   

      3749 Broadmoor Avenue SE Suite B  

          Grand Rapids, MI 49512-3924 

              Phone (616) 942-8780 

 
        www.lakewelding.com 

 
I          ISO 90001:2000 Certified 

 
     800-873-5253 

 
  Email:  

       info@lakewelding.com 

 
Your Western Michigan Source 
    For sales, service, repairs, rentals…. 
 
  MUSKEGON  HOLLAND 
363 Ottawa Street                      740 Waverly Rd 
 (231) 722-3773               (616) 396-2331 
 
  FERRYSBURG  MANISTEE 
530 Elm Street Unit B               150 Van Buren 
 (616) 842-3407                (231) 723-1136 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Industrial & Medical Gases 
Welding Supplies  
Safety Equipment 
Hydraulic Hoses  

Paint Ball Supplies 
Truck Repair 

 
“CALL US 

WE’LL MAKE IT HAPPEN” 
616-754-6120 
FAX 616-754-8029 

 
201 W. Greenville West Dr. Greenville, MI 48538 

 
 
 

For over 60 years, your number one resistance 
welder supplier for: 
 

 Air cooled cables 

 Water Cooled Cables 

 Kickless Cables 

 Laminated Shunts 

 Induction Cables 

 Robotic Dress Components 

 And all your Custom Cable Assemblies 
 
Dedicated to Service, Quality and Technology 
 

www.flexcable.com 
 

Phone: 800-245-3539      Fax: 231-937-8091 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Space Available for your 
Ad! 

Contact Jim Koster at 
616-540-6472 

Or 
jk59458@att.net 

 
 

MPDWELDING 
Grand Rapids-Inc 

 

 
"Welding With That Personal Touch" 

 

 
FULL SERVICE TOOL & DIE WELDING 

MICRO LASER-MICRO TIG-PPAW 
COLOR MATCH WELDING 

SUB ARC-OVERLAY AND HARD FACING 
THERMAL STRESS RELIEVING-NORMALIZING 

SHOT PEENING-HOT WIRE TIG 
FAX: 616-475-5859 

WWW.MPDWELDING.COM 
616-248-9353 

1903 CLYDE PARK AVE SW, DOOR 30, WYOMING, MI 49509 



TIME: 9:30 AM SHOTGUN START 

4-PERSON SCRAMBLE 

EARLY BIRDS CAN PRACTICE FOR FREE ON THE DRIVING RANGE  

 

COST: $85.00 PER GOLFER 

INCLUDES FRESH COFFEE & DONUTS AT ARRIVAL AND A DELICIOUS 

DINNER BUFFETT AT THE SITE AFTER GOLF.  

 

BRING YOUR OWN GROUP OF FOUR OR WE CAN ASSIGN YOU TO A 

GROUP! 

 

PRIZES: 

 4 MAN SCRAMBLE 

 CLOSEST TO THE PIN 

 LONGEST PUTT 

 LONGEST DRIVE 

 HOLE IN ONE CONTEST 

 

ALL PROCEEDS WILL BE USED FOR OUR RESPECTIVE SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS 

WEST MICHIGAN MANUFACTURING SOCIETIES UNITED 

2011 GOLF OUTING 

SEPTEMBER 22, 2011 AT SCOTT LAKE CC 

 

Mail to or Contact: 

Matt Post 

c/o Apex Controls Inc. 

P O Box 118 

Hudsonville, MI 49426 

616-262-7820 

mpost@apexcontrols.cc 

ALL CHECKS PAYABLE TO:  GRAND RAPIDS SME CHAPTER 38 



Sponsorship Options: 

GOLD Sponsor—$500—recognition by starter, name on table tent cards, 

framed appreciation certificate, reserved table for lunch, complimentary four-

some, complimentary tee box sponsorship 

SILVER Sponsor—$400—recognition by starter, name on table tent cards, com-

plimentary foursome 

Tee Box Sponsor—$100—please note we must have name of company and/or 

art work by Sept. 9 

Golf only—$85 per person—must receive reservation by Sept. 15 

 

ALL PROCEEDS WILL BE USED FOR OUR RESPECTIVE SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS 

WEST MICHIGAN MANUFACTURING SOCIETIES UNITED 

2011 GOLF OUTING 

SEPTEMBER 22, 2011 AT SCOTT LAKE CC 

 

Your Name___________________ Company Name_________________________ 

Phone number___________________ Email ___________________________ 

Team Member Names    Sponsorship Level __________________ 

1. ______________________________  Company name for signage/tee box 

2. ______________________________  __________________________________ 

3. ______________________________  Must have by 9-8-11 

4. ______________________________ 
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