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Upcoming Events  
 

October 11, 2011—Tour of Louis Padnos Iron & Metal 
Details inside 

It was quite an honor to host the President of the 
American Welding Society, John Mendoza. Our 
thanks to Nick Pickney and the staff at GRCC M-
TEC for hosting our first meeting.  We would like 
to make West Michigan an annual stop for the 
AWS President.  Hopefully next year we can get 
more students out to see and hear about the 
American Welding Society.  John spoke about 
the involvement of community colleges  in the 
welding industry and how important they are to 
our industry.  We have several fine community 
colleges right here in West Michigan.  One of the 
goals this year of the West Michigan Section is 
to increase our interaction with them.  We would 
like to encourage  educators and students to at-
tend our technical meetings and events.  The 
contacts you make and the information you re-
ceive can be invaluable. 
John also spoke about CWI certification and the 
history and role of AWS in this process.  Did you 
know you Professional Development Hours 
(PDHs) may be earned by attending local Sec-
tion meetings?  Currently, a maximum of 20 
PDHs may be accepted for 9-year CWI and 
SCWI recertification.  Please contact a board 
member or visit www.aws.org for further informa-
tion.   

AWS Mission Statement 
The mission of the American Welding 
Society is to advance the science, tech-
nology and application of welding and 
allied joining and cutting processes, in-
cluding brazing, soldering, and thermal 
spraying. 



   WELDING FOR THE STRENGTH OF AMERICA  

2011/2012 Calendar of Events 
 
 
 Oct 11th—Tour of Louis  

Padnos Iron & Metal        
Holland Plant 

 
 Nov 14th-17th—FABTECH  
      McCormick Place,                 
 Chicago, IL 
 
 Jan 10th—Technical Meet-

ing—TBA 
 
 Feb 7th—Student Night/

Ferris State University Stu-
dent Presentations 

 
 Mar 13th—Technical Meet-

ing -MFDC Technology 
 
 Apr—National Welding 

Month—Further info to be 
announced 

 
 May 8th—Technical Meet-

ing—TBA 
 
 June 13th—AWS West 

Michigan Golf Outing 
 
 
 
 

www.awssection.org/
west_michigan/  

Louis Padnos Iron and Metal Company 
Tour 

 
October 11, 2011 
Holland Facility 
185 W. 8th Street 

Holland, MI 49423 
 

Since the turn of the twentieth century, the Padnos name has become 
synonymous with dedication, hard work, and fair dealing.  What be-

gan as a simple, service-orientated, scrap peddling business built from 
scratch by Louis and Helen Padnos, has since grown into a sophisti-
cated, environmentally aware institution with world wide influence.  
This realization of the American dream began in 1905 when Louis 
Padnos, a young Russian emigrant, settled in Holland, Michigan. 

Through two world wars, the depression in the 1930’s, the company 
survived and has ultimately thrived, as a reflection of the Padnos’ 

strong belief in the value of scrap as a renewable resource, and the im-
portance of customer satisfaction.   

Visit www.padnos.com for more information.  
We will be touring the Holland metal reclamation facility (fancy word 

for scrap yard!).  The tour  will be inside and out so dress appropri-
ately.  PPE recommended includes  hard hat, steel toed shoes, and 

safety glasses.  Some of this may be provided by Padnos, but please 
bring your own if you have. 

 
Time:  5:30 pm to 6:45 pm 

Dinner:  7:00 pm to 8:30 pm 
 

Dinner will be at the Beechwood Inn following the tour.  
The cost of dinner will be $15.00.  You may attend the tour 

at no cost. 
 

RSVP’s MUST be received by October 6th.  Please indicate 
whether you are attending dinner and tour or just tour when you 

reply.  Please reply to Kris Post at: 
  kpost@romanmfg.com or 616-530-8641 



O r g a n i z a t i o n  

West Michigan Section 

BE SURE TO LET COMPANIES KNOW 
THAT YOU SAW THEIR AD IN THE  
AWS WEST MICHIGAN NEWSLETTER! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grand Rapids • Jackson 
            Buchanan • Schoolcraft 

                   800-632-9543 
 

                  Your Source for: 

Welding Equipment • Robotic Systems 

Brazing Filler Metals • Industrial Gases 

             Electrodes & Supplies 

 
Offering 

Welding Technology AAS 
and 

Welding Engineering Technology BS 
Degrees 

_______________________________ 

 
For more information, contact: 

Welding Program Office 
915 Campus Drive, SWN 108 
Big Rapids, MI  49307-2291 

Office:  231-591-2511 
FAX:  231-591-2407 

Website:  www.ferris.edu/welding 
e-mail:  weldingdegrees@ferris.edu 

Bringing Experience and Innovation  
to Controls Engineering 

Controls Engineering and Programming 

Control Panel Assembly 

Machine Wiring and Startup Services 

PLC and Robotics Application of all Types 

Resistance Welding Equipment  
        and Components 
 

 3566 Highland Drive  

Hudsonville, MI 49426  

PHONE: (616) 669-5111 -FAX: (616) 669-8115 
 

www.apexcontrols.cc  
 

Since 1991—20 years of excellence  

Providing High Quality  
Resistance Welding Transformers 

 and Power Supplies.  
 AC Transformers 

 DC Transformers 

 MFDC Inverters 

 Switch Gear 

 Specialty Products 

  
861 47th Street SW  

Grand Rapids, MI 49509 
616-530-8641 

  www.romanmfg.com 



 

 

 

 
Purity 
Cylinder 
Gases Inc  

 

GAS, ARC WELDING SUPPLIES  EQUIPMENT, 

INDUSTRIAL GASES, SPECIALTY GASES, 

and AUTOMATION EQUIPMENT  

 
Grand Rapids, Kalamazoo, Lansing, Battle Creek, 
 Mt. Pleasant, Cadillac, Traverse City, Saginaw, 

Warsaw, IN  

Phone: 866-532-2375 . 616-532-2375  

Fax: 616-532-5626  

E-mail: info@puritygas.com 

     
 
 
 
 

 DISTRICT SALES OFFICE  
and LAB 

   

      3749 Broadmoor Avenue SE Suite B  

          Grand Rapids, MI 49512-3924 

              Phone (616) 942-8780 

 
        www.lakewelding.com 

 
I          ISO 90001:2000 Certified 

 
     800-873-5253 

 
  Email:  

       info@lakewelding.com 

 
Your Western Michigan Source 
    For sales, service, repairs, rentals…. 
 
  MUSKEGON  HOLLAND 
363 Ottawa Street                      740 Waverly Rd 
 (231) 722-3773               (616) 396-2331 
 
  FERRYSBURG  MANISTEE 
530 Elm Street Unit B               150 Van Buren 
 (616) 842-3407                (231) 723-1136 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Industrial & Medical Gases 
Welding Supplies  
Safety Equipment 
Hydraulic Hoses  

Paint Ball Supplies 
Truck Repair 

 
“CALL US 

WE’LL MAKE IT HAPPEN” 
616-754-6120 
FAX 616-754-8029 

 
201 W. Greenville West Dr. Greenville, MI 48538 

 
 
 

For over 60 years, your number one resistance 
welder supplier for: 
 

 Air cooled cables 

 Water Cooled Cables 

 Kickless Cables 

 Laminated Shunts 

 Induction Cables 

 Robotic Dress Components 

 And all your Custom Cable Assemblies 
 
Dedicated to Service, Quality and Technology 
 

www.flexcable.com 
 

Phone: 800-245-3539      Fax: 231-937-8091 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

MPDWELDING 
Grand Rapids-Inc 

 

 
"Welding With That Personal Touch" 

 

 
FULL SERVICE TOOL & DIE WELDING 

MICRO LASER-MICRO TIG-PPAW 
COLOR MATCH WELDING 

SUB ARC-OVERLAY AND HARD FACING 
THERMAL STRESS RELIEVING-NORMALIZING 

SHOT PEENING-HOT WIRE TIG 
FAX: 616-475-5859 

WWW.MPDWELDING.COM 
616-248-9353 

1903 CLYDE PARK AVE SW, DOOR 30, WYOMING, MI 49509 

 Engineering Consulting 

 Prototype Welding 

 Robotics 

 Weld Laboratory 

 Metallurgical Laboratory 

 Weld Tool Verification 

 Resistance Welding Trouble-

shooting 

 Weld Process Engineering 

 

WWW.ROMANENG.COM 

Space Available for 
your Ad! 

Contact Jim Koster at 
616-540-6472 

Or 
jk59458@att.net 
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